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ABSTRACT 


Due to controversy over what constitutes an 
Sperceenete kindergarten curriculum, parents were asked directly what 
they wanted kindergarten to provide for their children. A l15~item 
questionnaire focusing on common kindergarten teaching practices was 
sent to perce of kindergarten childran who attended 100 slomentary 
schools in South Dakota. Content of questionnaire items ranged from 
highly organized formal teaching approaches such as teaching 
beginning reading to developmental activities such as time for free 
play. Information dealing with sex of respondent, type of family, and 
eduational level was also requested from the parent. Space was 
provided for the parent respondent to add comments. Over 2,200 
qvestionnaires from 92 schools ware raturnad. Results indicated 
parents wanted schools to provide a kindergarten curriculum with both 
academic and developmantal components. Teaching phonics and the 
alphabet, and teaching counting and number recognition wera the two 
common kiadergarten teaching practices considerad most necessary. A 
total of 30 percent or more of the parents considerad it to be 
unnaces£ary to teach social studies, science, or to provide sizeable 
blocks of time for free play. (RH) 


RAARAAAAAAAARAKRARAARARAAERARARERARAEAAEEEAAARAARAAAAAAARAEARARERERERRARAREEEE 


S Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 


. from the original document. * 
RHEKAAARAAARRARARARKRAAREKAARAAARAAARARAARARAAARARARARARARAARARARERARERAERERE 


O_ 
ERIC 


ED279432 


44 G pap OOS) OnE wrt FOF OPA a te 
Cb BF Atti OemEETd gs A prewar 
CEMA AEE hs bit be atte € & ster hat ec aty 

LzWiiastaa, 

Fb esi eb te ER Step nen OA Ob 
VER Bey bed Seat Bee pam be alge s Bt e 
oR ighoretetg a 

14 Hike Shehges here Gree Meas te pee 
SM ote Nite wpartet hy 

OT eeknh ot eee BK epee BimiBs Ie Ite aoe 
OTM Me Fad Ser beg eg wee RE Bi ow! 


18 bs poked tn peony Kindergarten 


} 


Kindergarten: What Do Parents Want? 
Loraine Webster and Robert W. Wood 


The University of South Dakota 


“Ps 016392 


- 
A 


Running Head: 


“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE Tras 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED GY 


Lor Ane, 
—Webster 


TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER ERIC) ~ 


2 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


KINDERGARTEN 


re) 
ERIC 


ABSTRACT 


Kindergarten: What Do Parents Want? 


With all the current concern and controversy about what constitutes 
an appropriate kindergarten curriculum it was decided to ask parents 
directly what they wanted for thetr children, 

A fitteen-item questionnaire was sent to kindergarten parents in 
100 elementary schools. Over twenty two hundred forms were returned, 
Results indicated parents wanted phonics, reading and math, but they 
wanted their children to have the traditional kindergarten experiences 
as well. The implications are that a lot of work will be required to 
change existing patterns but channels of commusication with parents must 


be kept open and functioning. 
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Kindergarten 
F 
Kindergarten: that Doe Parents Want? 

HNathing €ayutec mare debate anang elementary arid earjy 
childnoea educators (nan the Current tengency to offer a highly 
academjc, formal, workbook arjented curriculum in tindergarten, 
farly childhood egucaters are aware that young chiloren dan't 
Jearn of thint jm the gare way that elder children da, yet for 
yeare there thas been a steady arift toward pressurjred, fornal 
Instruction in kindergarten, Beading, math and Nandaritina ace 
taught in a highly structured, systematic manner pn many 
kindergartens throughout the country. 

Tnere is no Jack of authoritative published material cecrying 
the situation that exjsats in today’s kindergarten classroom, 
Ciking (3906) published an article in which he elaquently 
erplaines what has happened in early chilonoog education, and ne 
outlined the short term dangers of placing great academic stress 
on children by devieting from “. . . the natural mode of learning 
of the young child” (p. 635). We suggests long-term effects can 
be even more damaging, cestroying the child’s natura) made of 
spontaneous learning and thus hurting future learning motivation, 
perhaps permanentiy. Elkind (1986) believes that “see are in a 
war for the well-being of our children. . .“(p. 636) and we aust 
fight increasingly harder to stem the “miseducation™ imposed on 
young children taday. 

A statement prepared by the Early Cnilchood and Literacy 


Development Committee of the International Reading Association 


4 


@ 
eo. 


th gniot Gar ten 
% 

CVRAY eatatied “tpteracy fevelogeent ana Pre-fyeet Geavte” £y4ht: 
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Hees, LOO Much attention Given te related £4331) Sevelopacnt ann 
SoStract reading, too JIttle atlention given to feating far fun, 
Preseure for high scares OF Lests and leathers Rat adequately 
Prepared for teaching young chplaren who actually wse 
VHaPPrAPl late Helhods ant materiale. (gain the COPterm aveutl the 
effects of early reading GA young children is evident, 

Constance Kear) 139ffol, an avid propensat of Piaget's 
teachings, has written numerous research-based treatises on early 
childhood education, fmeng then is one AA which gre deplores 
wOrkbook® aNd askures her readers that nuever Cancepts must be 
empec enced by young children in a cancrete facnjyon, Ene Q3aes soa 
far as tO Gay “. 2. . workbooks are Larmful for first graders’ 
Cevelepment of arithmetic, ehile play is nigniy beneficial” 

{(pP. GO). If workbooks are Getrimental to first graders it 36 a 
certainty that they must have a negative effect an 
kindergarteners. 

“Going aiong with the empnasis on the “FA's” i6 the trend 
toward mandatory kincergarten attendance, and under the sore is 
better notion we see many school districts sowing to full-day 
kingergarten prograss. Again, early childnood ecucators nave 
tried to make clear that “obviously. the quantity of t.ne spent 


in school is far less significant than the quality of the 
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URE Li utent Develeprens 
Tae bavestigaters Geveleped ¢ Questienraire Eorsisting ef 35 
commen kingergarten Leaching trattices, The items ranged from 
highly organized formal] teaching approaches suta as teaching 
beginning reading to mere Gevelonnenta) activities such as Line 
for frevplay. Information was also requested from the parent 
campleting the questionnaire cealing with se« of respondent, type 
of family and educational level. Goace was orowides far the 
parent repondent to acd comments. The questionnaire was 
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Fesulls anc recerced cemments, Percentages eere determined, 

® arafije of the parent respondents indicated the surwey was 
€enpletes primarily by wanen, The majority of ine families 
FERTSLERLED were {we-parent femilice, and most tresepentents Rae a 
magh schcel diploma, often with sone Post=secendary etucatian, 

Gesults 

Tadle |] presents tne ~sulis of the questionnaire survey with 
Parent responses toward conmon kindergarten teaching practices 
reported in percentage form, 
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by 30 percent or more of the responding parents. 

it appears that parents of indergarien ehiltren want a 
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majority of the parents felt that eath of the fifteen items 
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Type of Kindergarten 


Teaching Practice 


10. Teaching with manipulative 

materials such as clay and 

puzzles» etc. --- 
11. Books and stories read to 

young children easily --- 
le. Freedom to choose among 

varied play activities 1% 
13. Creative art experiences 

with varied media ~- paint, 

crayons, etc. =a 
14. Teaching health, safety 

and nutrition -—= 


15. Teaching social studies 


1 2 3 4 
7% 56% 37% 
6% 42% Se% 
14% 61% 24% 
en 36% 42% 
34% 49% 467% 
35% 42% 13% 


and science lessons 12% 


Note. 1 = Completely Unnecessary; 2 = Unnecessary} 


3 = Necessary$ 4 = Very Necessary 


